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This anthology collects the world's classic and literary instances of friendship and intimacy. Famous

literary friendships such as those between H.L. Mencken and James Joyce, Gustave Flaubert and

Ivan Turgenev, and Elizabeth Bishop and Marianne Moore are examined in this magnificent

collection of stories, legends, poems, essays, letters, and memoirs that illuminate the breadth and

depth of friendship in all its human complexity.
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As I wend my way through my annual course on love and friendship at Notre Dame I find myself

turning to this volume as well as the complementary Oxford Handbook more and more. This is a

wonderful collection of materials that one can move around within and give students a variety of

important perspectives on the topic of friendship. Much better than most of the contemporary

analytic philosophical literature, although some of those keeper essays set a useful framework for

what you find in here. Friendship seems to repay a method of "angles", concrete reflections on lived

friendships written up by writers.
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